A

VALIDITY OF OPINIONS ABOUT GOOD      17

lighter. But above all, that opinions on this subject
really are either right or wrong, or more right and
less right; and that of this rightness or wrongness
we really have some kind of perception, however
difficult it may be to give an account of it, and that
in accordance with such perception we may come to
change our opinions or those of other people, by
the methods of discussion and persuasion and the
like. And all this, as I understand, is what Ellis
was denying." ^

" Certainly,'rsaid Ellis, " I was ; and I still do not
see that you have proved it."

" No," I said, " I have not even tried to. I have
only tried to show that in spite of your denial you
really do believe it, because a belief in it is implied
in all your practical activity. And that, I thought,
you did admit yourself."

" But even so," he replied, " it remains to be con-
sidered whether my theory is not more reasonable
than my practice."

" Perhaps," I replied ; " but that, I admit, is not
the question that really interests me. What I
want to get at is the belief which underlies the
whole life of people like ourselves, and of which, it
seems, we cannot practically divest ourselves. And
such a belief, I think, is this which we have been
discussing as to the validity of our opinions about
Good."

" I see," he said; " in fact you are concerning
yourself not with philosophy but with psychology."

" If you like; it matters little what you call it.
Only, whatever it be, you will do me a service if
for the moment you will place yourself at my
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